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Temple Anshe Hesed Mission Statement: 

Temple Anshe Hesed is a Reform Jewish congregation guided by Torah and dedicated to  

perpetuating Judaism and its traditions through education, worship, and social action in a  

welcoming and inclusive environment. 

 

TEMPLE ANSHE HESED  

Photo curtesy of Andy Greene 

Celebrate Tu BðShevat at TAH! 
Dennis Vidmar  

Will lead the Temple  Family 
In a Seder, TGIS and Shabbat  Service 

On January 18, 2019 
Beginning at 6:15. 

 
Please bring a  

side dish to share. 
 

RSVP to the Temple Office 
By Tuesday, January 15th. 

Call 814- 454- 2426 
Or email at office@taherie.org 

 



 

From the Presidentôs  

Backyard Gazebo 

The Parashat of Bereshit tells us of new beginnings, of a world waiting to be developed by human work and                

ingenuity.  This is telling due to our own journey of developing and implementing a plan to create a new space 

for worship in our Erie community.  We have our new Temple home.  Now it is time to bless our home and           

community with a new Rabbi.  

 

It is within the innate nature of humans to pursue new beginnings in every sphere of human activity.  The only 

way to grow physically, economically and spiritually is by forging new beginnings and connecting them to the 

old blessings that preceded them. Without new beginnings, we as Jewish people will not grow nor thrive if we 

donôt face the challenges that lay ahead.  We have been around thousands of years due to the adaptability of our 

Jewish ancestors.  

 

Together, this congregation has had many challenges over the past couple of years. Decisions have been 

made that have not been acceptable for some and the right thing to do by others.  According to                          

Rabbi Noah Weinberg, "People often avoid making decisions out of fear of making a mistake. Actually the 

failure to make decisions is one of life's biggest mistakes."   

 

Our congregation has had more than itôs share of growing pains.  We have faced some huge challenges and                 

although some decisions may not have been popular, I believe they have been necessary  

 

 We are in a special moment of time.  We are making critical decisions about our new space and even more, a 

critical decision as to who will be our next Rabbi.      

 

As the moment of this major leadership transition nears (selection of a Rabbi) we must not forget how important 

this moment is.   Our new Rabbi will not only need the acceptance and trust of the congregation, but a new Rabbi 

also needs a deep sense of spiritual strength and optimism in order to fully steer the congregation into the future.  

I look forward to the promise of what the New Year will bring.  May you have a year filled with meaning and 

purpose.   

Shalom, 

Edie 

Please note the following very important dates: 
 

January 10, 2019 Board Meeting is canceled! 
 

January 20, 2019 Special Board Meeting Meeting 

 

January 22, 2019 Special Congregational Meeting 



 

Tu Bôshevat ñThe New Year of the Treesò is approaching soon.  Our Gesher students will be marking this 

celebration with an intergenerational Tu Bôshevat Seder on January 13
th
 @ 12:00.   

 

What is an Intergenerational Seder?  The answer is: we are bringing 

together seniors and children to form fun and meaningful                     

relationships around the celebration of a Jewish Holiday.  Both 

groups have so much to teach and learn from each other.  The results 

of this type of programing are invaluable. Our hope is both                            

generations will leave with a sense of shared belonging and                               

responsibility to Judaism.   

We are honored to have Dr. Dennis 

Vidmar leading the Tu Bôshevat 

Sedar.  We will also have the enjoyment of hearing Michele Bille lead our 

Gesher students in song.  Our oldest students will share and read excerpts 

from  The Lorax by Dr. Seuss to the school and their guests.   

 

Not all of our Gesher students 

have a grandparent able to 

participate.  Because of this 

we are looking for Senior volunteers to accompany some of 

our students to the sedar.  Please email 

geshertah@gmail.com or call Kendra Zacks @ 814-490-

0620 if you are interested in participating.  I look forward to 

hearing from you!   

Gesher families please check your email for more details 

about the program. 

Happy New Year! 

Kendra 

GREETINGS FROM GESHER 

 

 "Mazel Tov to Rose 

Fuller for her                          

performance at Disney 

Springs with the French 

Creek Community                

Children's Theater 

Group"  

Ben Fuller has made 

Gesher proud by  

winning a belt for  

taking 1st place at the 

Ridgway  Wrestling 

Tournament!   

mailto:geshertah@gmail.com


Becoming by Michelle Obama 

 

An intimate, powerful, and inspiring memoir by the former First Lady of the United 

States. 

 

In her memoir, a work of deep reflection and mesmerizing storytelling, Michelle Obama 

invites readers into her world, chronicling the experiences that have shaped her.  With 

unerring honesty and lively wit, she describes her triumphs and her disappointments, both 

public and private, telling her full story as she has lived it.  

Please join us for Januaryôs meeting: 
 

 

Thursday, January 17, 2019 

5:30 PM at Paneras (Peach & Liberty) 

And for those who plan ahead:                                                                                                                                               

Our February selection is The Storyteller by Jodi Picoult                                                                                                           

Thanks to the many who have given us some great recommendations. We are always ready to hear others.  

Please forward them to Janice Wittmershaus at JKWittmershaus@gmail.com 

The Ostrow Award 
 

 

J. Leonard Ostrow died on May 6, 1980.  During his lifetime, he devoted much of his life and talent to 
serving the community.  In order to perpetuate his memory, and challenge another generation to           
emulate his contributions, a fund was established.  J.L. Ostrow had deep and abiding love for Israel 
and a commitment to young people.  Therefore it is fitting that the Ostrow Scholarship is meant to               
encourage young people to experience Israel. 

 

Any member of the Erie Jewish community from tenth grade through the first year after high school 
graduation is eligible to apply for this award.  Applications will be reviewed by the Ostrow                  
Committee.  The Committee will be seeking an outstanding candidate who exemplifies Leonardôs  
qualities of humanitarianism, leadership, and community involvement. 

 

All applications must be submitted to the Temple office by January 30th.  A Committee decision will 
be made by February 15th.  Gesher students will receive applications and criteria in the mail.  The 
forms are also available in the Brith Sholom office and Gesher office.                                                                        
Questions may be addressed to Jack Marcus, Chair.   

 The Jewish Community Council Announcement: 

 

 

 

Senior Lounge is taking  

A Winter Break!  
 

See you in the Spring!  


