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Celebrate Tu B’Shevat at TAH!
Dennis Vidmar
Will lead the Temple Family
In a Seder, TGIS and Shabbat Service
On January 18, 2019
Beginning at 6:15.
Please bring a
side dish to share.
RSVP to the Temple Office
By Tuesday, January 15th.
Call 814-454-2426
Or email at office@taherie.org

Temple Anshe Hesed Mission Statement:
Temple Anshe Hesed is a Reform Jewish congregation guided by Torah and dedicated to
perpetuating Judaism and its traditions through education, worship, and social action in a
welcoming and inclusive environment.

From the President’s
Backyard Gazebo
The Parashat of Bereshit tells us of new beginnings, of a world waiting to be developed by human work and
ingenuity. This is telling due to our own journey of developing and implementing a plan to create a new space
for worship in our Erie community. We have our new Temple home. Now it is time to bless our home and
community with a new Rabbi.
It is within the innate nature of humans to pursue new beginnings in every sphere of human activity. The only
way to grow physically, economically and spiritually is by forging new beginnings and connecting them to the
old blessings that preceded them. Without new beginnings, we as Jewish people will not grow nor thrive if we
don’t face the challenges that lay ahead. We have been around thousands of years due to the adaptability of our
Jewish ancestors.
Together, this congregation has had many challenges over the past couple of years. Decisions have been
made that have not been acceptable for some and the right thing to do by others. According to
Rabbi Noah Weinberg, "People often avoid making decisions out of fear of making a mistake. Actually the
failure to make decisions is one of life's biggest mistakes."
Our congregation has had more than it’s share of growing pains. We have faced some huge challenges and
although some decisions may not have been popular, I believe they have been necessary
We are in a special moment of time. We are making critical decisions about our new space and even more, a
critical decision as to who will be our next Rabbi.
As the moment of this major leadership transition nears (selection of a Rabbi) we must not forget how important
this moment is. Our new Rabbi will not only need the acceptance and trust of the congregation, but a new Rabbi
also needs a deep sense of spiritual strength and optimism in order to fully steer the congregation into the future.
I look forward to the promise of what the New Year will bring. May you have a year filled with meaning and
purpose.
Shalom,
Edie
Please note the following very important dates:
January 10, 2019

Board Meeting is canceled!

January 20, 2019

Special Board Meeting Meeting

January 22, 2019

Special Congregational Meeting

GREETINGS FROM GESHER
Tu B’shevat “The New Year of the Trees” is approaching soon. Our Gesher students will be marking this
celebration with an intergenerational Tu B’shevat Seder on January 13th @ 12:00.

What is an Intergenerational Seder? The answer is: we are bringing
together seniors and children to form fun and meaningful
relationships around the celebration of a Jewish Holiday. Both
groups have so much to teach and learn from each other. The results
of this type of programing are invaluable. Our hope is both
generations will leave with a sense of shared belonging and
responsibility to Judaism.
We are honored to have Dr. Dennis
Vidmar leading the Tu B’shevat
Sedar. We will also have the enjoyment of hearing Michele Bille lead our
Gesher students in song. Our oldest students will share and read excerpts
from The Lorax by Dr. Seuss to the school and their guests.

Not all of our Gesher students
have a grandparent able to
participate. Because of this
we are looking for Senior volunteers to accompany some of
our students to the sedar. Please email
geshertah@gmail.com or call Kendra Zacks @ 814-4900620 if you are interested in participating. I look forward to
hearing from you!
Gesher families please check your email for more details
about the program.
Happy New Year!
Kendra
"Mazel Tov to Rose
Fuller for her
performance at Disney
Springs with the French
Creek Community
Children's Theater
Group"

Ben Fuller has made
Gesher proud by
winning a belt for
taking 1st place at the
Ridgway Wrestling
Tournament!

The Ostrow Award
J. Leonard Ostrow died on May 6, 1980. During his lifetime, he devoted much of his life and talent to
serving the community. In order to perpetuate his memory, and challenge another generation to
emulate his contributions, a fund was established. J.L. Ostrow had deep and abiding love for Israel
and a commitment to young people. Therefore it is fitting that the Ostrow Scholarship is meant to
encourage young people to experience Israel.
Any member of the Erie Jewish community from tenth grade through the first year after high school
graduation is eligible to apply for this award. Applications will be reviewed by the Ostrow
Committee. The Committee will be seeking an outstanding candidate who exemplifies Leonard’s
qualities of humanitarianism, leadership, and community involvement.
All applications must be submitted to the Temple office by January 30th. A Committee decision will
be made by February 15th. Gesher students will receive applications and criteria in the mail. The
forms are also available in the Brith Sholom office and Gesher office.
Questions may be addressed to Jack Marcus, Chair.

Please join us for January’s meeting:
Thursday, January 17, 2019
5:30 PM at Paneras (Peach & Liberty)
Becoming by Michelle Obama
An intimate, powerful, and inspiring memoir by the former First Lady of the United
States.
In her memoir, a work of deep reflection and mesmerizing storytelling, Michelle Obama
invites readers into her world, chronicling the experiences that have shaped her. With
unerring honesty and lively wit, she describes her triumphs and her disappointments, both
public and private, telling her full story as she has lived it.
And for those who plan ahead:
Our February selection is The Storyteller by Jodi Picoult
Thanks to the many who have given us some great recommendations. We are always ready to hear others.
Please forward them to Janice Wittmershaus at JKWittmershaus@gmail.com

The Jewish Community Council Announcement:

Senior Lounge is taking
A Winter Break!
See you in the Spring!

JEWISH SCHOLARSHIP SERVICE OF GREATER PITTSBURGH
FORMERLY CENTRAL SCHOLARSHIP AND LOAN REFERRAL SERVICE
of the Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh
Administered by:
Jewish Family and Community Services
828 Hazelwood Avenue · Pittsburgh, PA 15217· (412)422-5627 · Fax (412)428-8200

TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

Synagogues, Rabbis, and Synagogue Presidents
Michael H. Levin, Chair
Sarah and Tena Goldstein Memorial Fund Committee
November 2018
Sarah and Tena Goldstein Memorial Fund

The Jewish Scholarship Service of Greater Pittsburgh (JSS) of the Jewish Federation of Greater
Pittsburgh announces the availability of scholarships from the Sarah and Tena Goldstein Memorial
Fund for school year 2019-2020. Based on the Will of Sarah Goldstein, applicants are classified
into three Priorities:
I.
Jewish students from the Titusville, PA school district.
II.
Jewish students from other areas (Allegheny, Beaver, Butler, Clarion, Crawford, Erie,
Lawrence, Mercer, Venango, Washington, and Westmoreland Counties).
III.
All other students. These students will only be considered if insufficient applications
are received from Priority I and II students.
Applicants will be rated on the basis of four equally-weighted criteria: academic achievement; financial need; personality; and worthiness, with respect to honesty, integrity and good reputation
as a student. These scholarships are very competitive. Therefore, the recipients will be outstanding in all areas.
For your convenience, a sample release, suitable for your congregation bulletin, is enclosed. The
JSS online application is available at jfcspgh.org/scholarship. The deadline for applications is
February 12, 2019.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact Alayne Lowenberger at JFCS at (412) 422-5627 or
e-mail her at alowenberger@jfcspgh.org.
Thank you for your assistance.
*PLEASE NOTE: Jewish students who are bona fide residents of Allegheny, Beaver, Butler,
Washington, and Westmoreland Counties for at least two years and who have demonstrated financial need may be eligible to apply for other JSS funds. Undergraduate/dependent students’ residency is determined by the residency of their parents. Please contact Alayne Lowenberger at
JFCS at (412) 422-5627 for information.

It took a small village to reinstall the Kemenyffy.

Rabbi Search Committee and
Special Congregational Meeting

The Search Committee has been working diligently over
the past few months in search of our new Rabbi. They reviewed five resumes, held four Skype interviews, and are
bringing in three Rabbinic candidates to Erie in December
and January.
The committee will meet after the third candidate visits
Erie and will make their recommendation to the Board on
Sunday, January 20, 2019. We are anticipating this
recommendation by calling for a special congregational
meeting to be held on Tuesday, January 22, 2019 at
7:00 pm at the Temple. Please watch for a special letter
This small village successfully reinstalled this
to the congregation outlining the process and more specific
beautiful piece. The heaviest of the plaques have been information.
installed and a support panel has been added to the coat
room for the remaining plaques. They will be installed
At the beginning of December, our congregation sang,
shortly. The archives room is a work in progress as
laughed, prayed, studied and enjoyed a beautiful Shabbat
much of the material needs to sorted and placed. The
Kemenyffy has been installed and the room is open for and Havdalah service with Rabbi David Wolfman, our
Rabbinic Consultant, and our Friday Night Live band.
use. The digitization of our photos and written material is completed and over the next month the photos of
Rabbi Wolfman also met with our Search Committee and
confirmations and consecrations will be hung.

Update from Team 10th & Liberty

We wanted to keep you up to date on what is happening at the old building. As of now, everything has
been removed with the exception of those items we
are moving to a storage facility when the building is
sold. This includes the stained glass windows that
were in the chapel and the plowshare window in the
main sanctuary. There are over 2 dozen boxes of prayer books and religious items that are slated to be buried in the G’niza.
We donated 12 boxes of books from the library to the
Friends of the Library for their annual book sale. We
would like to thank Luba for taking stacks of books to
distribute to the tiny free book libraries around the
city.
Thank you Dom and Joe for looking after our beloved
old home to make sure she makes it through the
winter.

L’shalom,
Ina & Jackie

expressed great confidence in our committee’s process. On
Saturday morning, our Board had the opportunity to study and
learn about our work as a Board, as congregational leaders
and how this relates to our Jewish values and our mission.
Throughout the new year, Rabbi Wolfman will continue to
work with our Board to enhance leadership skills and fulfill the
role of the board in congregational life.

As board members and congregants, we are excited as we
journey towards the hiring of a new Rabbi. Once a new Rabbi is
hired; the creation of a transition process will be implemented
under the guidance of Rabbi Wolfman. We look forward to
working with all congregants as we begin our next chapter
forward.

"Thanks a 'Latke' to everyone who attended and contributed to the Annual
Latke Dinner! An event like this takes teamwork and I would like to
acknowledge:
Michael, Vera and their fearless fryers for making the delicious latkes.
Sharon Levick, Walter Harf, and Kenny Chinsky for making and carving the
fork-tender and flavorful brisket.
Our table setting/decorating volunteers: Jessica Maldet, Leslie Ford (the
centerpiece maker extraordinair), Jackie Spry, Karen Kobierski, Michael and
Rachel Kroner, Darlene Przybyszewski, Sue Walk and Janice Wittmershaus.
Kendra Zacks and Michelle Billie for the entertainment.
Mary Scutella and Barb Brooks for your behind the scenes support and
guidance.
Last but not least, Bobbi Pollock and Edie Joseph for providing the perfect
sweet ending of desserts.
Plans are already in the making for next year's dinner!
Thank you all from the bottom of my heart and please forgive me if I forgot to
mention your name, the Latkes went straight to my head!
Much love and light,
Lauren Gardner

Walter and Joan Harf are establishing
a Chanukah Dinner Endowment
Fund.
Please call the Temple office at
814-454-2426 for more information.

Congregant Corner
Our Temple family has lost many loved ones during
this last month. Our deepest condolences go out to
the families of:
Shirley Kullback, wife of Irving Kulllback
mother of Richard and Debbie Kullback, Janice
and Bruce Wittmershaus, Shari and Bruce Canell,
grandchildren Josh Wittmershaus, Brett and Julie
Wittmershaus, Brian and Amanda Canell, and
Lindsay Canell.
 Ken Bernhard, son of Marilyn Berhard, brother of
Janet and John Hood, uncle of David, Daniel and
Sara Hood.
 Melvin Kerr Jr., brother of Cindra Vallone and
Edie Joseph;
 Larry Newman, cousin of Edie Joseph and
Cindra Vallone.
May their memory always be for a blessing.


May we all look so young and healthy on our 90th
birthdays!
Looking forward to seeing and learning from you
both for many years to come.
Love,
Bernice Fox

I am extremely PROUD to announce that ARI
CONNERTY-SINGER completed his SOLO
FLIGHT on Saturday, December 1!! Our boy
is a pilot now! Ari is a 1st year Aeronautical
Science student at EUP.
CONGRATULATIONS ARI!!
Love, Mom and Dad
The Meaning of Perpetual Memorials:
Names that appear on the yahrzeit list both here and
on our service sheets each week are the names of
those whose family members have purchased a
Perpetual Memorial in memory of their loved ones.
Purchasing a Perpetual Memorial means that your
loved one will have Kaddish said for him or her in
perpetuity, as long as the congregation of Temple
Anshe Hesed exists. If you are interested in a
Perpetual Memorial for your loved one, please contact Mary Scutella at the office.

The membership committee at Temple Anshe Hesed
would like to acknowledge and welcome the following
congregants who have chosen to join our Temple this
past year:
Karen and Sergiu Abramovici and family
Carol and Leon Bilowitz
Gabriel Frenkel
Ezra Klein
Allen Selling and Enid Marcus
Jordan Margolis
Craig Reynolds
Tania and Johnny Stein
Luba Zielinska
Here, at Temple Anshe Hesed, you will find the value
of:


Community: Beit k’nesset or “house of gathering,” a
center where Jews gather to form a community.



Learning: Beit midrash or “house of study,” a center
where Jews come together to study.



Spirituality: Beit t’filah or “house of prayer,” a center
to create sacred time and space.

We are planning a new member Shabbat dinner to
welcome all of our new members and will be in touch
soon with details!
Lisa Nathanson
Membership Chair, Temple Anshe Hesed
If you use your bank to send checks to the Temple,
please make sure that you have changed the address
for the Temple in your bank account. Some checks
have arrived later than intended due to mail being
directed to our old address first.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Hello from the NEW
Communications Committee!

TEMPLEGRAM
UPDATE!

After years of discussion, we have finally decided to
make a change to the way the Temple Topics is
Dear Fellow TAH Members,
distributed. Many of you have already asked if you
could receive the Temple Topics electronically and we About fifteen years ago when I began as the
have listened.
Uniongram representative, there was a longstanding
policy in place concerning who would be recognized
Starting in December, we will begin to email everyone with a Uniongram. Over the years since, and with the
the Temple Topics, along with the paper copy, so you very best of intentions, that policy has gradually fallen
can start to get used to getting it electronically. From
by the wayside. Unfortunately, we have found that
that email, you can read everything or if you choose,
policy was put in place for sound reasons. Therefore,
you can print it out for you to have an extra paper
we will be returning to the old established set of rules,
copy.
with only the slightest modification.
Beginning in MARCH, we plan to only
be emailing the Temple Topics to each of
you.
If you still would like a paper copy in the
mail, we need to hear from you. IF WE
DON’T HEAR FROM YOU BY MARCH 1, YOU
WILL ONLY RECEIVE AN EMAIL COPY OF THE
TEMPLE TOPICS.
This will not only save on printing and postage but will
also save a great deal of time that is spent folding and
stuffing envelopes each month.
The Temple Topics is already available on our
website, accessible anytime from anywhere by going
to: https://anshehesederie.org/temple-topics-2/
For those of you who would like a lesson in how to
access the Temple Topics from the website or an
email, we can plan a session to go over all of that.
If you are NOT receiving Tuesday
Topics or other email from the
Temple it is because we do not
have your correct or current email
address. Please make sure to
contact the office with any updated
addresses. If you would like others in your family to
receive the Temple Topics electronically, since most of
us now have our own email addresses, please make
sure that we have ALL email addresses you would like
us to use.
Thanks for your patience and understanding as we
move forward with this new adventure!!

In the past, only adult MEMBERS were recognized
with Uniongrams. Except in the case of Bar and
Bat Mitzvahs , Consecration, Confirmation and high
school graduation, school aged children of members
did not receive their own Uniongram. ( note : kids did
not get birthday greetings.)
In the future, school aged children, through High
School , will continue to receive a birthday
Templegram as we have done in recent years, as well
as Templegrams marking Consecration, Bar and Bat
Mitzvahs, Confirmation, and high school graduation
and other notable events. However, in the future,
MEMBER PARENTS of older (beyond high school
age) children will receive the Templegrams, as long as
the office is kept up to date with events. This could
include college graduations, engagements, weddings,
achievements, awards, births , ETC.
As in the past, the Templegram would be addressed to
the MEMBER PARENTS.
For example :
Congratulations to ( Adult member’s names) on the
awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to their daughter
(adult child’s name). (Adult child) solved the problem
of seeing to it that every person on earth has
sufficient water and food and free medical care.
Thanks for your understanding.

Amy
Amy Vidmar

DONATIONS
Miscellaneous Fund
In appreciation to the Temple
David and Beth Lester

SERVICES
Friday, December 28
Leslie Ford
6:15 P.M.
Shabbat Service
Saturday, December 29
Dennis Vidmar
Craig Reynolds
10:00 A.M. Shabbat Service
11:00 A.M. Torah Study

Remembrance Fund
In memory of Bronislava Leybovich
Victoria & Viatcheslav Aliev
In memory of Larry Newman and Marvin Kerr
Friday, January 4 Jackie Breakstone
Judith and Elliot Goldman
6:15 P.M.
Shabbat Service
Saturday, January 5
10:00 A.M. Shabbat Morning Service
New Building Fund
11:00 A.M. Torah Study
In memory of Melvin Kerr, Jr. brother of
Cindra Vallone and Edie Joseph, in memory of
Friday, January 11 Rabbi Stone
Larry Newman, cousin of Edie Joseph and
6:15 P.M.
Gesher Shabbat
Cindra Vallone, in memory of
Saturday, January 12
Rabbi Stone
Shirley Kullback, mother of Janice and
10:00 A.M. Shabbat Morning Service
Bruce Wittmershaus
11:00 A.M. Torah Study
Lisa and Kenny Chinsky
Sunday, January 13
Dennis Vidmar
Noon
Tu B’Shevat Intergenerational Seder
Harf Chanukah Dinner Endowment Fund
In honor of Walter and Joan celebrating their
90th year
Lisa and Kenny Chinsky
Renee Goldberg
Sue and Dominic Comi
Gary Sender and family
Larry Lechtner
Jan Mandel
Howard Itken
Judith and Elliot Goldman
Eugene and Alice Weiss Fund
In memory of Clara Levy
Lorraine and Tom Donaher

Friday, January 18 Dennis Vidmar
6:15 P.M.
Tu B’Shevat Seder Shabbat Service
Saturday, January 19
10:00 A.M. Shabbat Morning Service
11:00 A.M. Torah Study
Friday, January 25 Ina Fisher
6:15 P.M.
Shabbat Service
Saturday, January 26
10:00 A.M. Shabbat Morning Service
11:00 A.M. Torah Study
Care to be a Leader?
While we have been without a Rabbi for 6 months, the
Worship committee has done an amazing job of
continuing to hold services both Friday nights and
most Saturday mornings.

Caring Committee
In honor of Bella and Boris’s 70th anniversary In this new year of 2019, however, we seem to be
Jan Mandel
struggling to find enough people willing and able to
lead services. If we don't have enough volunteers, we
will have to cancel some Shabbat services.

A huge and most sincere thank you to
everyone who donated to make our pajama
and book drive so successful.
We are so grateful for your generosity.

If you think you might be interested, please call or
email the Temple office and we can put you on the
schedule. Services can be adapted to YOUR style,
English or Hebrew, musical or not, it's your chance to
lead.

Congregant Calendar
Birthdays

Yahrzeits

January 1

Mimi Waldman

January 2

Jack Marcus
Albert Strauss

January 3

Francesca Zacks

January 4

Rachel Gardner

January 5

Elliot Goldman

January 7

Eric Schwartz

January 8

Ari Connerty-Singer

January 11

Benjamin Kimmel
Kim Levy

January 12

Leslie Ford

January 13

Ellie Tanenbaum

January 15

Cynthia Stone

January 18

Jennifer Rautine
James Schuster

January 19

Clare Levin

January 20

Ethan Goldman

January 26

Warren Levy

January 27

Elaine Przybyszewski
Enid Marcus

January 30

Jacqueline Spry

January 31

Dale Crawford

Anniversaries
Lisa Nathanson and Jan Woods

January 4/5
Alyce BenjaminSchwartz, Bertha Strauss Glauberg,
Seymour Ellis, David Davis, Sarah Hassel, Louis J.
Kreinson, Nathan Wolff, Samuel Prussin, Robert J.
Glueck, Solomon Stern, Bertha Auerhaim Cohn,
David Siegel, Adolph Spitzer, Harry Eisenberg
January 11/12
Florence Kaufman Stern, Sylvia Sibley,
Josephine Straus, Cecilia Sobel, Frank Vidmar,
Adolph Harf, Emil Hirsch, Ben Moses,
Adolph Winters, Matilda Kuperman, Isador Pinski,
Moses Garson, Albert Rosenstein, Esther Wolff,
Sarah Schuster, Mary Jashenosky, Rachel Galinsky,
Thad Lewendowski, Ruth Ershler, Jeffrey Gage,
Abraham Rudolph, James Levi, Rachel Harris,
Goldie Harris Zacks
January 18/19
Henrietta Straus, Freda Steinberg, Daniel Nast,
Jacob Goldstein, Rosa Schmidt Kitchen,
Jeannette N. Sanders, Abraham Casselman,
J.H. Koch, Esther Emmerman, Tobi Jo Sherman,
Shirley Friedman, Morris Schaffner,
Pauline Goldberg, Erna Harf Baum, Abram Schuster,
Rebecca Greenbaum, Leonard Paul
January 25/26
Lyman Felheim, Joseph Stern, Lester Breakstone,
Sylvia K. Berman, William Falk, Minnie Ostheimer,
Gretel Sender, Morris Fox, Herman Wolff,
Carrie Schuster Schaffner, Isabel Falk, Gustav Harf,
Laura Goldsmith, Carrie Frank, M. Garson Fall,
Benjamin Zacks, Benjamin Leon Bernstein,
Helene Jacobson, Hannah S. Loebman,
Gertrude Meyer, Dora Bernstein, Emil Kohn
February 1/2
Abraham Oppenheimer, Fannie Straus Prager,
Sidney Heiman, A.L. Rauh, Caroline Biernbaum,
Bess Pinski Stone, Kaufman Kohler,
Lillian Ratner Cohen, Rebecca Levin,
Martha Gasche, Randall Falk Sr., Frances Kimmel,
Rose Goldsmit Mayer, Jennie Stein Rudner,
Emma Auerhaim Sobel, Barbara Steinhart, Mortimer
Ostheimer, Kathinks Schulhoff, Arther Gartner,
Barbara Steinhart, Julius Horkheimer, Dina Levi,
Myrtle Fox Levine

V

January 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

1
Please contact the
Temple office to share
your good news!

24 Tevat

Wed

2

25 Tevet

Thu

3

26 Tevet

New Year’s Day

Fri

4

27 Tevet

6:15 P.M.
Shabbat Service

Sat

5

28 Tevat

10:00 A.M.
Shabbat
Morning
Service
11:00 A.M.
Torah Study

Office Closed

6

29 Tevat

7

1Shevat

8

2 Shevat

9

3Shevat

7 Shevat

4 Shevat

Temple Board
Meeting
Canceled

9:30 A.M.
Gesher
11:30 A.M.
Hebrew

13

10

14

8 Shevat

15

9 Shevat

16

10 Shevat

17

11 Shevat

5:30 P.M.
Book Club at
Panera on
38th and Peach
Street

9:30 A.M.
Gesher
11:30 A.M.
Hebrew

11

5 Shevat

6:15 P.M.
Shabbat Service

18

12 Shevat

6:15 P.M.
TGIS
Shabbat Service

Office Closed

20

14 Shevat

No Gesher
7:00 P.M.
Special
Board
Meeting

27

21 Shevat

9:30 A.M.
Gesher
11:30 A.M.
Hebrew

21

15 Shevat

MLK Day

22

16 Shevat

23

17 Shevat

24

18 Shevat

7:00 P.M.
Special
Congregational
Meeting

22 Shevat

29

23 Shevat

19 Shevat

6:15 P.M.
Shabbat Service

Office Closed

28

25

30

24 Shevat

31

25 Shevat

12

6Shevat

10:00 A.M.
Shabbat
Morning
Service
11:00 A.M.
Torah Study

19

13 Shevat

10:00 A.M.
Shabbat
Morning
Service
11:00 A.M.
Torah Study

26

20 Shevat

10:00 A.M.
Shabbat
Morning
Service
11:00 A.M.
Torah Study

There is no Adult Ed
Program in January. The
next program is scheduled
for Sunday, February 3.
Stay tuned for more
information.

