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Temple Anshe Hesed Mission Statement: 
 

Temple Anshe Hesed is a Reform Jewish congregation guided by Torah                                                       

and dedicated to perpetuating Judaism and its traditions                                                                           

through education, worship, and social action                                                                                                

in a welcoming and inclusive environment. 

CHALLAH! You knead to attend this class!! 

 

Have fun while learning how  
to bake challah from one of our expert congregants. 

 
 

Two opportunities await you for this tasteful special event.   
 

Join us at Temple either:  
Tuesday, September 17th at 1:00pm 

or 
Wednesday, September 18th at 7:00pm 

   (babysitting provided for Wednesday session) 
JUST IN TIME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

 
 
Please RSVP to the office by Wednesday, September 11th to secure your spot and 

to ensure that we have enough supplies. 
 

RSVP EARLY - EACH SESSION IS LIMITED TO 10 PARTICIPANTS  



From the President’s  

Backyard Gazebo 
 

 

 

 

 

If anyone has traveled overseas for any length of time, no doubt you would have picked up on the  

nuances of a foreign language.  Such was the case for me living in Togo, West Africa for two years 

and having had to be immersed in the country’s national language of French.  That does not even          

include the forty other tribal languages, which were spoken in this small country on the Gold Coast of 

Africa.  When I returned to the United States, I had a difficult time trying to reintegrate the English 

language into my brain.  People would look at me strangely as I often would speak in Franco-English, 

trying hard to think of the English word.  Well, guess what!  It’s happening again to me.  I have been 

tutoring three students for their up coming Bar and Bat Mitzvahs for the past year, repeatedly going 

over and over each Hebrew word in the Siddur.  Sometimes having to repeat myself multiple times to 

ensure the students get the pronunciation just right. We are totally into the immersion program of 

learning Hebrew. 

 

Recently at Shabbat services, Rabbi Morais requested we sing “God Bless America” as a closing 

song.  With the accompaniment of Laurie Hitt, the congregation began their robust rendition of our 

nation’s patriotic theme song.  And that’s when it happened.  As I sang those words                           

“God Bless America” what came out of my mouth was “God Bless Americha”.  I looked to my left 

and then to my right to see if anyone heard what I said.  Of course I was shocked and surprised and 

somewhat amused at what just took place.  I have been “immersed” into Biblical Hebrew, not                  

everyday Israeli Hebrew, but Biblical Hebrew.  Now, that’s a twist.  I then thought of different words 

I could Hebrew-tize and slip it into my daily language.  For example:  instead of saying tick tock on 

the clock we could say “Teef Tach” on the clock, or for someone going kayaking we can say they are 

going Chaiyaking.  If anyone in our congregation has any “Hebrish” words they would like to share, 

please do so.  There are many of our congregants with unshared talents.  Please let us know your 

thoughts by writing an article to the Temple Topics.  We would love to “chear” from you. 

 

 

 

Edie Joseph and Joe Graziano                             

caught checking out the  depth  

of the water holding ponds behind                              

the Temple. We’re currently looking to keep 

the ponds a safe and healthy environment.. 

(And... Edie just wanted to go for a ride in 

the kayak on Lake Anshe Hesed.)  



 

A Word From Our Rabbi 
 
 
 
 
 

After months of planning and packing, arranging, moving and visiting various government offices Erie 

is now home! Last week I was able to transfer my driver’s license and now am officially a resident of 

PA!   

 

During my first few weeks here at Anshe Hesed I have had the opportunity to meet with many of our 

Temple leaders. We have put an exciting year of celebrations and events on our calendar. We are in the 

midst of planning the High Holidays and are looking forward to a series of meaningful and spiritually 

uplifting services. As with any transition, there will be changes. We are going to experiment and try 

new things, while at the same time honoring the rich history of Anshe Hesed.  

 

Barb Shapira and Sharon Levick, who are chairing the Rabbinic Transition team, have been setting up a 

series of opportunities for me, and when she is in town, for Korlyn also, to meet everyone in the                   

congregation. These informal gatherings are a great way to for us to get to know each other. To begin 

building a relationship. I hope that you will all feel comfortable sharing your ideas, hopes and dreams 

for the future of Temple.  

 

The “job” of a rabbi is incredibly varied. In my first week at temple, along with planning meetings and 

beginning to work with Bar and Bat Mitzvah students, I also had to help the local animal shelter capture 

3 dogs that had escaped!  

 

Visiting those who are sick is one of my the most sacred experiences of my rabbinate. Because of the 

various privacy laws, there is no way that I will know if anyone is in the hospital unless they, or their 

family call Temple and let us know. Regardless of what forms you fill out, or how you list your faith 

affiliation on your admission card, there is no way for me to access that information. You must call 

Temple and let me know. I will then do my best to visit.  

 

By the time you read this I will be serving on Faculty at URJ Camp George, our regional                                    

Reform Jewish summer camp.  This is my 21st year on the faculty of camp. Jewish summer camp in 

general is an incredible transformational place. Each year I look forward to sharing time at camp with 

amazing staff and wonderful children.  

 

Looking forward to seeing you all soon!  

 

 

Wishing you a beautiful summer, Shalom,  

Rabbi S. Robert Morais 

 



Transition Team 

 

“...there is no way to get from here to there  

except by joining hands, marching together.” 
  

         I read these words on page 39 in our prayer book at Shabbat services last Friday night. And I couldn’t help 

but think of us, and the journey we’ve been on for the past year and will continue to be on, as we moved into a 

new building and welcome our new rabbi. To do all this successfully, we had to let go of old feelings, and truly, 

join hands and march together. 

 

At the Annual Meeting Program, we considered where we are in the transition process in terms of the 

building, the rabbi and the temple in general, and we placed post-its representing each of us on the diagram.  We 

gave many constructive comments and suggestions on how Temple can help us move forward.  And we gave 

many more comments about things we’d like to see happen regarding Programming and Social activities, Ritual 

and Lifecycles observance, and Gesher and Adult Education.  Thank you to each of you for your wonderful       

participation and enthusiasm!  We know our opinions will greatly help in planning as our congregation moves                  

forward. 

 

Our Transition Team has compiled the information.  Rabbi David Wolfman has prepared an analysis and 

some conclusions.  We will report these to you in this column next month!  We all contributed our opinions to this 

effort, and they will greatly determine how we proceed. 

 

Meanwhile, the Meet ‘n Greets are off to a wonderful start!  People are opening their homes to varied sized 

groups, and Rabbi and congregants are having fun getting together.  This will continue all through the summer as 

we attempt to have every congregant attend one of these.  We hope that, after the summer, Rabbi Morais will no 

longer be “new,” because everyone will know him! 

  

Thank you to all who have graciously hosted these and to all who are attending them to help welcome                       

Rabbi Morais!    

           

 

              Barbara Shapira 



 
Summer Greetings from Gesher! 

 
Gesher families had a wonderful opportunity to get together over the summer for our 3rd annual Gesher 

Pool Party!  So much fun was had by all:   from enjoying the hot dogs and delicious side dishes, swimming 

in the pool, playing tether ball, and reconnecting with old and new friends.   

 

I would like to give a warm welcome to Rabbi Morais and Jackie Spry to our Gesher Family.   We have 

been hard at work planning the 5780 Gesher school year that includes a full calendar with old and new                   

traditions! 

 

Our 1st day of Gesher will be Sunday, September 15 @ 9:30am.  To kick off the school year Gesher will be 

hosting a Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser @ 10:30. The congregation is invited and encouraged to join us.  

Please RSVP to geshertah@gmail.com by September 12th.  Donations will be welcomed.  

 

Gesher families please check your email for detailed information about our 5780 school year.  Gesher is 

open for registration to all new Pre-K students (4 years) and bringing back our TOT program                                   

for 2 and 3-year-old children.   

 

As always please email geshertah@gmail.com with any questions. 

 

Looking forward to a wonderful 5780 school year, 

Kendra 

As Gesher prepares for the 5780 upcoming school year we are currently looking to fill an 

available position. The position listed below requires Pennsylvania State Clearances and 

Jewish knowledge.   

 

*Teacher PreK-2nd grade 

 

Please submit your resume and or questions to Kendra Zacks via email 

to geshertah@gmail.com.    

Gesher Meet ‘n Greet! 

mailto:geshertah@gmail.com
mailto:geshertah@gmail.com
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JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Mark Your Calendars for: 
JCC SENIOR LOUNGE 

August 15 , 2019 
At Noon 

At Temple Anshe Hesed 
5401 Old Zuck 
Erie, PA 16505 

 
 
 

Ina and Ed Fisher are going to take us on a trip on the Adriatic Sea,  
With a side trip to Dubai and Abu Dhabi. 

 
No passport required! 

Call: 814-455-4474 to reserve your seat. 
Lunch will be served on board. 

And for those who plan ahead: Our September selection is The Button Man  by Andrew Gross 
 

Thanks to the many who have given us some great recommendations. We are always ready to hear others.  

Please forward them as well as any questions about the book club to Janice Wittmershaus at                                  

JKWittmershaus@gmail.com 

Book Club 

 

 

 

And for those who plan ahead: Our September selection is The Button Man  by Andrew Gross 
 

Thanks to the many who have given us some great  recommendations. We are always ready to hear others.  

Please forward them as well as any questions about the book club to Janice Wittmershaus at                                  

JKWittmershaus@gmail.com 

Where the Crawdads Sing, by Delia Owens 

For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the 

North Carolina coast. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, 

the locals immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not 

what they say. Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived for years alone in the marsh 

that she calls home, finding friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Then the time 

comes when she yearns to be touched and loved. When two young men from town                   

become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life--until the                           

unthinkable happens. 

Just a reminder.  

The Temple Anshe Book Club is open to everyone!  

No reservations are required.  Just show up. We’d love for you to join us! 

 

The book club continues its summer hours with meetings at the Yacht Club on the                                          

3
rd

 Tuesday of the month. In August we’ll meet on Tuesday, August 20,  2019, 5:30 PM at 

The Erie Yacht Club 



 

 

 

 

In the Tradition of His Ancestors 

 

Our Beloved Son 

Connor Frederick 
 

Will be Called to the Torah  

As a Bar Mitzvah  

 

On Saturday, September fourteenth at Ten o’clock in the morning  

 

At Temple Anshe Hesed  

5401 Old Zuck Road 

Erie, Pennsylvania 16506 
 

 

 

Kiddush lunch to follow immediately after service.  

Please RSVP to Michelle Bille at  814-434-0627 by September 4, 2019 
 

 

 

The Bille Family 



Congregant Corner 

 

 

 

 

Please join us on Friday, August 9, 2019 

following services  

for a special Oneg in celebration of our son,  

Scott Mellon’s, engagement to Kelly Mehl.  

Ina and Ed Fisher. There’ll be cake pops!! 

Deepest Sympathy is shared with the families of: 

 

 Suzanne Kholos, mother of Renee and                   

Patrick Hanna; 

 Constance Stanbro, mother of Craig Reynolds; 

 Elsie K. Maxson DeFazio, mother of Frank and 

Diane DeFazio, grandmother of Jenna DeFazio 

and the late, Joshua Defazio.  

 

May their memory always be for a blessing. 

Mahjong anyone? 

 

I was gifted my grandmother’s Mahjong set… 

I’d like to set up a group and learn to play. 

Anyone interested in a game once or twice a 

month? Call me at 814-516-2634. 

 

Can’t wait to hear from you, 

Leslie Alexander 

The planning meeting for the Annual Latke Dinner 

has been rescheduled. 

 

Please look for more information in upcoming  

communications or contact: 

Lauren Gardner at lmgardner1@gmail.com 

Or call at 716-860-2804 to join in the planning of 

this wonderful Temple event! 

Do you have spare time on your hands?  Looking to 

spend more time at Temple? Great! 

I could use your help in the office.  

Please call the Temple office at 814-454-2426 or 

email at office@taherie.org if you are interested. 

Thanks in advance.  I appreciate all you do. 

Mary 

 

The unveiling for Ella Spangenthal is scheduled for 

September 15 at 1:00 P.M. at TAH Cemetery. 

Ella’s family welcome the support of friends. 

News from the Archive Committee 

 

I will be cleaning the programs and icon from the Archive laptop. If anyone has a program stored on the    

laptop and wants the program/information to remain, please contact Cindra Vallone at 814-566-1751 by                    

August 15th. 
 

All non-essential programs will be deleted. 
 

Thank you. 

Cindra Vallone 



Donations 

Eugene and Alice Weiss Fund 

 In memory of Hans and Melly Nathan 

Tom and Lorraine Donaher 

 

Miscellaneous Fund 

 Welcome to Millcreek 

Gregg E. Depoty 

Services 

 

Friday, August 2 Dennis Vidmar 

6:15 P.M.  Shabbat Service 
 

Friday, August 9 Rabbi Morais 

6:15 P.M.  Shabbat Service with a special 

   Oneg honoring Scott Mellon and  

   Kelly Mehl on their engagement 
 

Friday, August 16 Rabbi Morais 

6:15 P.M.  Shabbat Service  
 

Friday, August 23 Rachel Kroner 

6:15 P.M.  Shabbat Service 
 

Friday, August 30 Rabbi Morais 

6:15 P.M.  Shabbat Service 

Special Notice: 

We want to hear from you and love sharing all the           

special events in your lives with other members of 

our Temple family through the Temple Topics and 

the Templegrams. 

 

Please make all submissions for the newsletter by 

the morning of the 15th of the month. Any pieces 

received after that will be included in the next 

month’s newsletter. Sorry, no exceptions!  

Perpetual Memorials: 
 

Names that appear on the yahrzeit list both here 

and on our service sheets each week are the names 

of those whose family members have purchased a                                  

Perpetual Memorial in memory of their loved ones.                

Purchasing a  Perpetual Memorial means that your 

loved one will have Kaddish said for him or her in 

perpetuity, as long as the congregation of                         

Temple  Anshe Hesed exists.  
 

If you are interested in a  Perpetual Memorial for 

your loved one, please contact Mary Scutella at the 

office. 

The Worship Committee is looking for anyone who 

would like to do Hagbah or Gelilah activity at                              

High Holiday Services.  
 

We are also looking for volunteers for Shofar blowing on 

the High Holy Days.  Rabbi Morais will be teaching all 

volunteers. The date of the class will be announced at a 

later date. 
  

Please contact Jay Kallor at 814-602-4826, you will be 

contacted and trained for the role as required.  

 

Soon, you’ll be receiving your High Holy Day Packet. 
 

We will once again be including an updated Membership 

Directory. We are asking that you update any changes in 

your address, phone number or email address.  

High Holy Day Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Unveiling for Dan Landsberg 

Is scheduled for  

Sunday, August 11th 

At 11:00 A.M. 

At Brith Sholom Cemetery 

Evelyn Landsberg and family  

Welcome the support of friends. 



 

Congregant Calendar Birthdays 

 

August 1 Gabriel Wolf 

August 2 Karen Shor, Robert Unger 

August 3 Jacob Wyncoop 

August 5 Ilana Spry 

August 9 Elizabeth Fogle, Dennis Vidmar, 

  Sara Turner Cooper 

August 17 Jessie Rubinfield, Terri Goldman 

August 18 Renee Hanna 

August 20 Barbara Shapiro 

August 21  Michael Kroner, Arabella Wyncoop 

August 22 Manehem Thalker 

August 25 Harrison Romero 

August 26 William Krowinski, Robert Hodgson 

August 27 Donald Wilson 

August 28 Charles Furr 

August 29 Lisa Chinsky,  Renee Goldberg 

August 30 Ellen Anon 

August 31 Lila Kobierski 

Anniversaries 

 
August 1 Mimi and Joel Waldman 

August 4 Sharon and Barry Warshaw 

  Melissa and Christopher Fuller 

August 8 Sara Turner Cooper and Aaron Cooper 

August 11 Jan Brydon and Howard Nadworny 

August 12 Miriam Patterson and Royce Strider 

August 15 Rachel and Michael Kroner 

August 18 Karin and David Levy 

  Victoria and Viatheclev Aliev 

August 21 Bonnie and Richard Lechtner 

August 22 Dorothy Candib and Edward Engel 

August 24 Cathy and Phil Zacks 

August 30 Terri and Alan Goldman 

Yahrzeits 
 

August 2/3 

Libby Wolff, Ellis Westheimer, William Eiseman,      

Johanna Hagedoorn, Harry Cooperberg,                           

Marcel Guth, Belle Ziegler, Edward A Solomon,                 

William Kimmel, Rose Britz, Dena Schwab,                          

Bernard Seplowitz 

August 9/10 

Arthur Kahn, Ida Levick, Sol Masiroff, Louis Oster, 

Belle Gold Tenenbaum, Isaac Sayer, Nathan Rosen, 

Jacob Melnick, Morris Levy, Birdie Stein,                                        

Carolyn Keller, Louis Levi, Samuel Sobel,                     

Marjorie Schnurman Weiss, Bessie Klenert,                            

Luba Radov, Milton Zalzneck, Max Waxelbaum,             

Ida Kohn, Lowell Nathanson 

August 16/17 

Rudolph Heller, Nate Mannheim, Sylvia Fox,                     

Abe Weil, Ettie Levy, Rose Perell, Jacob Moskowitz,                                              

Raymond Schuster, George Brown, Isador Nathan,  

Isaac Livingston, Fannie Rosenberg, Blanch Baker, 

Julia Dryfoose, Margot Kallman Oppenheim,                        

Sol Kallman, Albert Lucas, Emma Rosenthal,                           

Janet Strauss, Jack Rosenthal 

August 23/24 

A.H. Abrams, Fannie Stone, Louis Sulzbacher,                    

David Bernard Morwitz, Jacobs Ewens,                               

Matilda Waxelbaum, J. Milton Jacobs,                                   

Mayer Pollock, Melly Nathan, Joseph Davis,         

Hanna Wolff, Samuel Klein, Julia S. Brown, Clara 

Raff, Morris Radov, George Levin, Lillian Bookman,                      

Bertha Backman, Sigmund Levy, Samuel Umans, 

Jeanette Nathanson  

August 30/31 

S. Maxwell Flitter, Carolyn Falk Wolf, Henry Smith,                                

Eleazer Erhlich, Herman Maas, Rosa Nathan,                       

Miriam Patton, Florence Schaak Daniels,                          

Aaron Strasburger, J.C. Mackintosh, Ida Burstein,               

Sis Lechtner, Ruth Haurwitz, Fred Wittenberg,                      

Joseph Hoffman, Benjamin Brown,                                      

Herman Benjamin, Ida Cohen, Sarah M. Ostrow,  

Herman Rosenberg, Hanna Currick, Gerta Schaffner, 

Samuel Levick 
 

May their memory                                        
always be for a blessing! 



 


