
 

 

 

 

 

Temple Anshe Hesed Mission Statement: 
 

Temple Anshe Hesed is a Reform Jewish congregation guided by Torah                                                       

and dedicated to perpetuating Judaism and its traditions                                                                           

through education, worship, and social action                                                                                                

in a welcoming and inclusive environment. 

Temple Topics 

5401 Old Zuck Road 

Erie PA 16506 

www.anshehesed.org  

January 2020 

4 Tevet—5 Shevat 5780 

 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration  
 

Dinner, Shabbat Services and more... 

Friday, January 17, 2020 

6:15 P.M. 

Temple Anshe Hesed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reservations due by  

Friday, January 10, 2020 

 

Look for details in the upcoming 

Tuesday Topics.  

Tu B’shevat 
 

Join with fellow congregants                        

and  

Our friends at “One Table” 

February 7, 2020 

6:15 P.M. 

Temple Anshe Hesed 

 

For TGIS and a Tu B’shevat Seder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reservations due by  

Tuesday, January28, 2020 

 

Call Temple at 814-454-2426 to RSVP! 

Mark Your Calendar! 



On Rosh HaShanah, I told the story of the California’s Redwood trees. These massive trees are 

considered the largest, tallest and oldest trees in the world. What I focused on was that one 

would think that trees so large would have a tremendous root system reaching down hundreds 

of feet into the earth. The redwoods have a very shallow system of roots, only going into the 

ground a few feet. How can such a massive tree survive with such meager support? You see 

they grow in groups, and as they grow, the roots of the trees intertwine. They become locked to each other, 

creating a vast interconnected network. When the storms come or the winds blow, the redwoods stand. 

They depend on each other for support, and they do not stand alone, for all the trees support and protect 

each other. The Jewish community and more specifically the Reform community, are just like those red-

woods.   
 

Every two years the Union for Reform Judaism holds a convention. A time to hear from our movement 

leaders. A time for representatives from our congregation to join with 5000 lay and professional members 

of our Reform Jewish “root system” so that we can learn, pray, explore ideas and have our Jewish batteries 

recharged.  
 

Biennial 2019 was an amazing experience. There is nothing like Shabbat services with 5000 people! Our 

congregation was able to have 8 of our members join us in Chicago for the convention. The clear message 

from our URJ leadership is that we, both locally and internationally, must continue to find new and inno-

vative ways to engage our community. We need to think creatively to find ways to bring people of all ages 

and backgrounds into relationship with the Jewish community.  
 

Our focus must be on relationships! Finding ways for Anshe Hesed to help people to start, or to continue 

to build their relationships with each other. In short, to make sure that our root system at Temple is well 

nourished and continues to grow and interconnect.  
 

Shalom,  

Rabbi Morais 

 

Rabbi’s Reflections 

Thank you for all you do... 
 

On December 22nd, congregants and guests gathered for our annual Temple Latke Party.  This year's 

theme, "Light, Love, and Latkes", was brought to life as friends, families, and congregants gathered to 

enjoy tasty food, share laughter, and light their menorahs to celebrate the first night of Hanukkah. 

Party highlights included: 

Entertainment with local face painter Connie Nelson 

The music of Yael Morais 

Trenton Maldet's Hanukkah trivia 

Tikun Olum station provided by Social Action Committee 

Photo station, painted by Leslie Ford 

and more.... 

A sincere and heartfelt thank you to all who helped to make this event possible!  We are so fortunate to 

have so many congregants willing to share their time and talents to make this event possible year after 

year.  Shout out to Walter Harf and the Harf Brisket fund, Sharon Levick, Ina and Ed Fisher, Barbara 

Shapira, Mary Scutella, Leslie Ford, Lisa Totleben, Joe Graziano, Edie Joseph, Michelle Bille, Karen 

and Ted Kobierski, Mikhail Chervatsky, Bobbi Pollock, Jackie and Bryan Spry, Jessica Maldet, Jackie 

and Bob Breakstone, and all others who helped bring this event to life! 

Plans for next year's event are already underway, it will be a truly "magical" event.  Latke Dinner chair 

person, Lauren Gardner, is currently looking for volunteers to help organize food, decorations,                              

entertainment, and fundraising.  Event planning meetings will take place two-three times prior to the 

event.  Please e-mail or call Lauren if interested:  lmgardner1@gmail.com (716)860-2804. 

mailto:lmgardner1@gmail.com


Let the year 2020 come and with it, positive transitions.  Although we started this journey together from 

our former home on West 10 Street to Old Zuck Road, it has been a challenging, rewarding and winding 

road.   We continue to confront tasks that must be taken in order to move forward as a community and 

congregation.   

 

There is a saying from the Babylonian Talmud that offers us two important and interwoven lessons:               

1) The character of a generation is determined by its leader, and 2) The character of a leader is                        

determined by the generation. 

The notion of leadership offered by Professors Ronald Heifetz and Marty Linsky intrigues me. As these 

adaptive leadership experts write: 

“Leadership is an improvisational art. You may be guided by an overarching vision, clear values, 

and a strategic plan, but what you actually do from moment to moment cannot be scripted. You 

must respond as events unfold. To use our metaphor, you have to move back and forth from the 

balcony to the dance floor, over and over again throughout the days, weeks, months, and years.” 

 

Thanks to the generosity of the William Schuster fund, eight of us attended the URJ  Biennial in               

Chicago.  The Schuster fund is given to congregants of Temple Anshe Hesed who have the desire to be 

leaders in our community.   

 

Our Jewish future will be made possible by skilled and wise Jewish leaders. Some of them lead our               

congregations, some our teens, and some our wider world.   So many of you in our congregation have the 

chutzpah to lead, not just to be a chair of some committee, but to lead by your actions.  May we never 

stop appreciating, nurturing, and making space for leaders to step up and lead us into a caring, inviting 

and fiscally responsible congregation.  We have so much to be thankful for.   

 

L’dor v’dor (from generation to generation) has been such a strong part of who we are.  Thanks to those 

who came before us, we do have a strong Jewish presence in Erie.   A big thank you to all who have                 

contributed their time and donations to make this Temple Anshe Hesed a part of your lives.  The theme 

of this years Biennial was “count me in”.  I know that I’m in.  Will you be part of leading us into the next 

stage of Jewish life in Erie?    

 

 

From the President’s  

Backyard Gazebo 

Dear Congregants, 

As you know, the Temple Board has working with consultant, Rabbi David Wolfman.  As part of this 

work, the Board of  Directors (BOD) has commissioned a Board Restructuring Taskforce.   

 

Across the country, Reform Jewish Congregations are also looking at restructuring their Boards to make 

them more efficient and mission focused.  Our Board Restructuring Taskforce will bring their                     

recommendations to the BOD for review and a vote.  The congregation will vote on these                                     

recommendations at the Annual Meeting in June. 

 

Edith Joseph 

President 



 

Greetings from Gesher! 

Mr. Kallor and his students lead a very well attended Friday night service.  It was a wonderful opportunity 

for our 7th graders to lead services in preparation for their B’nai Mitzvah.  I am happy to announce that that 

we have four B’ nai Mitzvah students with dates on the calendar for 2020!   

A very special thank-you to Edie Joseph for her world-famous latkes.  Her 5th and 6th grade students were 

a great help in the kitchen.  Mellissa Fuller also rolled up her sleeves and pitched in with the frying and 

cleaning up.  The Pre-K – 1st graders got in the Hanukkah spirit by decorating their classroom door,  

practicing the blessings, and spinning around like little dreidels.  They are excited to show off all they 

have learned at the Hanukkah party.   

Leslie Ford’s art class created beautifully sculptured and painted hamsas.  The hamsa is a palm-shaped 

open hand that is used as a sign of protection against the “evil eye”.   The students are looking forward to 

framing their art work and gifting them to their families for Hanukkah.   

Jessica Maldet got very creative with her 3rd & 4th graders by writing a catchy poem to reinforce her  

lesson.  The students were so excited and wanted to perform the poem to their fellow classmates, parents, 

and adult education participants.  If you get a chance take a walk down to Gesher 2 classroom as she has 

displayed it on her door.       

Finally, our high school students participated in the 1st local EARTHY youth group outing.  The group of 

seven students took two car loads to deliver six Hanukkah baskets around the Erie area.  Thank-you to  

Jan Mandel and the JCC for preparing the baskets and Lauren Gardner for guiding the students through 

this great mitzvah!    
 

Happy New Year to All!   

See you in 2020, 

Kendra 

 



 

 

EARTHY 

It is with much excitement that we announce the return of "EARTHY"!!   

(Erie Area Reform Temple Youth) 

 

EARTHY is our local chapter of NFTY, a national program of the URJ to connect 

Jewish youth through shared experiences.  In other words, Youth Group is back! 

 

We have formed two groups of students 

 9-12th Grade 

6-8th Grade 

Students met for the first time in November with Youth Group Adviser,  

Lauren Gardner and Gesher Coordinator, Kendra Zacks. We are gathering ideas for programs,                            

activities, and trips.  We hope to partner with other area youth groups and we plan to attend two                    

NFTY-NEL regional events 

 The Spring Boards, February 28th-March 1st, location TBD 

The Spring Kallah (gathering), April 24-26th, location TBD 

Students also got together on December 15th to deliver Hanukkah baskets to senior members of our   

community. 

 

Our next meeting will take place, January 26th, location TBD.  In the meantime, for any questions             

regarding Youth Group, please contact Lauren Gardner by phone or email.  (716)860-2804 or                          

lmgardner1@gmail.com.  For more information on NFTY please visit  

https://nfty.org/about/our-movement/ 

 

We sincerely appreciate the support of our congregation.  Without it, Youth Group would not be                     

possible 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lauren Gardner 

Youth Group Advisor 

You won’t want to miss 

“A Murder is Announced” 

By Agatha Christie 

 
January 16, 17 and 18, 2020 at 7:00 P.M. 

January 19, 2020 at 2:00 P.M. 
 

At Mercyhurst Prep 

538 E Grandview Blvd, Erie, PA 16504  

Call: 814-824-2212 for more information. 
 

We’re excited to support Temple Anshe Hesed’s own,  

Ava Gardner. 
 

Make plans to attend! 

 

The Jewish Community Council wants to thank  

the members of Earthy for participating  

in the mitzvah of delivering  

Hanukah bags to some of our seniors.   

mailto:lmgardner1@gmail.com
https://nfty.org/about/our-movement/


 

 

And for those who plan ahead:  

Our January selection is The Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes  
  

*Thanks to the many who have given us some great recommendations. Please forward them as well as any 

questions about the book club to Janice Wittmershaus at JKWittmershaus@gmail.com 

Book Club 

The Temple Anshe Book Club is open to everyone!  

No reservations are required.  Just show up.  We’d love for you to join us! 

Remember, we are now meeting on the third Tuesdays. 

We are also trying new locations.  

Our next meeting is 
 Tuesday, January 21, 2020 at 5:30 P.M. 

  5:30 PM at Perkins Restaurant, 4403 Peach Street  

The Other Einstein offers us a window into a brilliant, fascinating woman whose 

light was lost in Einstein's enormous shadow. It is the story of  Einstein's wife, a bril-

liant physicist in her own right, whose contribution to the special theory of relativity 

is hotly debated and may have been inspired by her own profound and very personal 

insight. 

 

Mitza Maric has always been a little different from other girls. Most                           

twenty-year-olds are wives by now, not studying physics at an elite Zurich university 

with only male students trying to outdo her clever calculations. But Mitza is smart 

enough to know that, for her, math is an easier path than marriage. And then fellow 

student Albert Einstein takes an interest in her, and the world turns sideways. Theirs 

becomes a partnership of the mind and of the heart, but there might not be room for 

more than one genius in a marriage. 

“Introduction to Midrash” 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, January, 5, 2020 

10:30 A.M.—12:00 P.M. 

Jo Bruce,  

Siegel Learning Institute, Cleveland Ohio 

 

Over the years, Midrashic Literature, especially the  

aggadic tales, have been said to be the “essence” of the 

Jewish People.  In “Fiddler on the Roof”, Tevye the 

Milkman refers to “The Good Book says…” when he 

was referring to Midrash, not Tanach.  Jo Bruce will 

introduce us to this this oft quoted, but little appreciated 

literature.   

Adult Education 

 

Ben Fuller, a congregant and a seventh grade student 

at Meadville Middle School is holding a coat drive for 

One Warm Coat Inc.  Donations will be accepted  

from Friday, November 22nd 2019 until                                    

January 10, 2020.   

 

All coats will be donated to Center for Family                      

Services Inc. located in Meadville.  

 

Ben is  asking for new or gently used coats. Drop off 

locations will be at the Meadville Middle School,  

Meadville High School, Harmony Formals,                             

Fuller Building Group and Temple Anshe Hesed.  

 

Contact Melissa Fuller with questions                             

814-720-9965 or mfuller@zoominternet.net 

mailto:mfuller@zoominternet.net


 
Community 

Shabbat 

Knowledge  

Connections 

Laughter 
Inspiration 



Congregant Corner 

  

 

 

We are sorry to have to share the passing of:                

Rabbi Lewis C. Littman, Rabbi of Temple Anshe 

Hesed from 1969 to 1979.  Rabbi is survived by 

his wife, Dr. Marilyn Kemper Littman, six children 

and several grandchildren. 

Beth Lester, wife of David Lester. Beth is also             

survived by sons, Geoffrey, Robert and                       

Martin Lester, and grandchildren, Rachel and                             

Benjamin Lester.  

May their memories always be for a blessing. 

Marilyn Wyman has a new number. Please note the 

correction.  It is 814-520-9743. 

We are constantly updating the Temple directory. 

Please contact the Office at  office@taherie.org 

with any changes or to add your email address and 

cell phone number. We will never publish your 

email  address without your permission.   

Thank you. 

 

Laurie Penn would like to thank everyone who  

Remembered her birthday. Your kindness was so 

generous.  

After over 40 years, Laurie Penn has moved! Her 

new address is 29136 East Chanticleer Drive, 

Southfield, Michigan 48034.   

Purim Volunteers Needed 

For shtick and songs! 
 

To all Purim-niks, we are looking for                         

congregational volunteers to work with the 

Worship Committee and Rabbi Morais to 

make Purim 2020 a wonderful experience. 
 

Talent is not a requirement, as only                     

exuberance works for this holiday event. 
 

Please contact Rabbi Morais at                     

814-454-2426, Joel Waldman at  

814-450-8677, or Jay Kallor at  
814-456-2528. 

 

Friday, January 3 

  6:15 P.M.  Shabbat Service 

  

Saturday, January 4 

10:00 A.M.  Shabbat Morning Service 

11:00 A.M.  Torah Study 

 

Friday, January 10 

  6:15 P.M.  Shabbat Service  

    

Saturday, January 11 

10:00 A.M.  Shabbat Morning Service 

11:00 A.M.  Torah Study 

 

Friday, January 17 

  6:15 P.M.  TGIS/ MLK Shabbat Service 

     

Saturday, January 18 

10:00 A.M.  Shabbat Morning Service 

11:00 A.M.  Torah Study 

 

Friday, January 24 

  6:15 P.M.  Shabbat Service 

  

Saturday, January 25 

10:00 A.M.  Shabbat Morning Service 

11:00 A.M.  Torah Study 

 

Friday, January 31 

  6:15 P.M.  Shabbat Service 

 

Saturday, February 1 

10:00 A.M.  Shabbat Morning Service 

11:00 A.M.  Torah Study 

Shabbat Services 

 
Donations 

Eugene and Alice Weiss Family Fund 

 In memory of Benedikt Levy 

Lorraine and Tom Donaher 

 

Eugene and Alice Weiss Family Fund 

 In memory of Clara Levy 

Lorraine and Tom Donaher 

 

Remembrance Fund 

 In memory of Ina Schlessinger,  

 W Louis Schlessinger and  

 Robert M. Friedberg 

Harriett Friedberg 



 

Congregant Calendar Birthdays 
January 1  Mimi Waldman 

January 2  Albert Straus 

January 3  Francesca Zacks 

January 4  Rachel Gardner 

January 5  Elliot Goldman 

January 7  Eric Schwartz 

January 8  Ari Connerty-Singer 

January 11  Kim Levy 

January 12  Leslie Ford 

January 13  Ellie Tanenbaum 

   Artie Levin 

January 15  Cynthia Stone 

January 18  James Schuster 

January 19  Clare Levin 

January 26  Warren Levy 

   John Newlin 

January 27  Enid Marcus 

   Elaine Przybyszewski 

January 30  Jacqueline Spry 

January 31  Dale Crawford 

Anniversaries 

 

 

 

Janet Woods and Lisa Nathanson  January 1 

 

Gail and Charles Lee   January 31 

Yahrzeits 
 

January 3/4 

Karoline Gartner, Henrietta Strasburger, 

Harold Kramer, George Kuperman, Samuel Cahn, 

Myer Gutman, Alyce Benjamin Schwartz, 

Harry Eisenberg, Bertha Strauss Glauberg, 

Seymour Ellis, David Davis, Sarah Hassel,  

Louis J. Kreinson, Robert J. Glueck, Nathan Wolff, 

Bertha Auerhaim Cohn, Solomon Stern, David Siegel 

 

January 10/11 

Adolph Spitzer, Josephine Straus, Cecilia Sobel, 

Florence Kaufman Stern, Sylvia Sibley, Frank Vidmar,  

Adolph Winters, Matilda Kuperman, Isador Pinski,  

Emil Hirsch, Ben Moses, Albert Rosenstein, 

Moses Garson, Esther Wolff, Sarah Schuster,  

Thad Lewandowski, Mary Jashenosky, Mille Meyer, 

Rachel Galinsky, Ruth Ershler, Jeffrey Gage 

 

January 17/18 

Goldie Harris Zacks, Rachel Harris, James Levi, 

Abraham Rudolph, Henrietta Straus, Shirley Specter, 

Rebecca Greenbaum, Jacob Goldstein, Daniel Nast, 

Freda Steinberg, Abraham Casselman, J.H. Koch, 

Jeannette N. Sanders, Rosa Schmidt Kitchen, 

Esther Emmerman, Tobi Jo Sherman, Leonard Paul, 

Shirley Friedman, Morris Schaffner, Pauline Goldberg, 

Erna Harf Baum 

 

January 24/25 

Abram Schuster, Sylvia K. Berman, Lyman Felheim, 

Lester Breakstone, Joseph Stern, Minnie Ostheimer, 

Gretel Sender, William Falk, Gustav Harf, Isabel Falk, 

Samuel Prussin, Herman Wolff, Laura Goldsmith, 

Carrie Schuster Schaffner, Carrie Frank, M. Garson Fall 

 

January 31 / February 1 

Benjamin Leon Bernstein, Hannah S. Loebman, 

Gertrude Meyer, Dora Bernstein, Benjamin Zacks, 

Emil Kohn, Helene Jacobson, Abraham Oppenheimer, 

Sidney Heiman, Fannie Straus Prager, A.L. Rauh, 

Bess Pinski Stone, Adolph Harf, Kaufman Kohler, 

Lillian Ratner Cohen, Randall Falk, Sr., Rebecca Levin, 

Martha Gasche, Jennie Stein Rudner, Barbara Steinhart, 

Rose Goldsmit Mayer, Emma Auerhaim Sobel, 

Mortimer Ostheimer, Kathinka Schulhoff,  

Arthur Gartner, Frances Kimmel, Julius Horkheimer 



 


